
1 

 
 

 

Focus 40 2014: Sermon Tools 
By Dr. Jeffrey W. Frymire and Rev. Jonathan S. Frymire 

 
INTRODUCTORY NOTES 
 
CONCEPT: These sermon tools are designed not to give you a sermon but to aid you in your 
sermon preparation. As such, they will not substitute (nor should they) for your own sermon 
preparation, style, or sermonic approach. However, they can be of significant assistance to you in 
developing the material that you will preach in relation to the Focus 40 celebration. Here’s an 
overview: 
 

• The suggestion of these sermons is to do a series from the book of Acts titled “Extreme 
Living Toolbox.” 

• There are five sermons in this series. Each of the sermons focuses on something out of the 
Toolbox (flashlight, goggles, etc.) that can help in the development of the Extreme 
Living/Transformation theme. If you like that kind of emphasis, you could add in your own 
creative touch (displaying of a toolbox or toolboxes on the platform, creating a “toolshed” 
that can be displayed on the platform or in the entryway, finding artwork that can be used as 
your bulletin cover or PowerPoint background, etc.). 

• The key theme around which these sermons focus is the theme of “Transformation through 
Extreme Living.” In each sermon the concept of transformation should be a prominent part 
of your preaching. Remember, Focus 40 is built around the five values developed by the 
Church of God (love, reach, connect, grow, and live) with the overarching theme of 
“Transforming Culture by Being the Body of Christ.” This sermon series highlights the idea 
of “Transforming the Culture” from the values statement of the Church of God, explores 
this years Focus 40 theme of “Extreme Living,” and attempts to find ways to explore the book 
of Acts through the creative lens of a “Transformation Toolbox.” 

 
PREPARATION AND OVERVIEW: There are five Sundays in Focus 40. Below are the Sundays 
with dates, texts, themes, and suggested titles and toolbox items to highlight: 
 

• March 16 
o Text Acts 1:6–8 
o Suggested Title: “Drawing Up the Blueprint” 
o Toolbox Item: Blueprints and Goggles or Safety Glasses 
o Theme: God has a design for how the church can transform the culture. This sermon 

explores how God expresses the vision/design for being a transformative church.  
• March 23 

o Text: Acts 1:8  
o Suggested Title: “Plug into the Power Source” 
o Toolbox Item: Power Cord 
o Theme: The church is designed to be a transformative agent in society. The Holy Spirit 

provides the church with the tools needed to be transformative agents. This sermon 
explores how the church must be connected to the power of the Holy Spirit, the source 
of God’s transformative power. 
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• March 30 
o Text: Acts 2:1–13 
o Suggested Title: “Different Tools: Different Toolboxes” 
o Toolbox Item: Wrenches, Screwdrivers, and Hammers 
o Theme: How does God take a particular message (the gospel) and empower it to become 

a transformative message to a diverse world? This sermon explores the concept of being 
a multicultural church using the multicultural church created at Pentecost. Some may 
want to look closely at the verses that follow the end of the passage. They may be a rich 
source of understanding for this sermon. 

• April 6 
o Text: Acts 2:42–47 
o Suggested Title: “Learning How to Use the Tools in the Toolbox” 
o Toolbox Item: Tools in Use 
o Theme: The church created after Pentecost was a new concept. Should we look like an 

Acts 2 church? Do we look like the Acts 2 church? This sermon explores the values of 
the Acts 2 church that can help transform the way the church of the twenty-first century 
expresses community and mission. 

o Special Note: This sermon would lend itself to a Communion service as a way to 
conclude the sermon. 

• April 13 (Palm Sunday)  
o Text: Acts 3:1–10 
o Suggested Title: “Taking the Ordinary and Making It Extraordinary” 
o Toolbox Item: Transforming ordinary tools into extraordinary ones 
o Theme: Transformation begins with the ordinary which, when yielded into the hand of 

the transformative God, is transformed into the extraordinary. This sermon explores the 
preparation of the congregation for something extraordinary to happen through God’s 
divine power. 

o Special Note: In many ways this sermon is designed to wrap up the entire series. It 
reconnects the hearer to the previous themes introduced throughout the Focus 40 
emphasis. 

• April 20 (Easter Sunday) 
o Text: Acts 3:11–26 
o Focus 40 does not include Easter Sunday in its preaching suggestions. However, it is 

listed here as a way of continuing the series out of Acts and being able to concentrate on 
both Easter (the text is Peter’s sermon following the healing of Beggar where Peter 
makes the claim about Jesus’ resurrection) and transformation (since it is the power of 
Christ in the resurrection that makes healing possible).  

o This is just an option for you. No sermon has been produced. 



3 

 
 

 

Week One:  
“Drawing up the Blueprint” from Acts 1:6–8 

 
Sermon Flashlight: Sermon Overview 

• This sermon is designed to be the opening sermon in the series. You are encouraged to use 
these sermons in order. However, there are always factors related to the local situation that 
may cause you to change the order. However, each sermon is designed to build upon the 
others.  

• You will be given some ideas for an introduction but you are free to substitute your own 
concepts. However, the point of the introduction is to get to the theme of this sermon that 
centers around the idea that God has a design for how the church can transform the culture.  

• This sermon explores how God expresses the vision/design for being a transformative 
church. In some ways the sermon is about vision and how the church can experience the 
vision or blueprint that God has for each of us and for each church.  

• As with the all these sermons, some exegetical work is being provided for you. It is neither 
exhaustive nor complete. It may require you to add to this with your own study. The words 
defined below and other exegetical materials provided may not be sufficient to enable you to 
rightly divide the Word of truth, but we hope they will be helpful. 

 
Studying the Text: Word Studies 

• Seasons (kairos)—the word denotes a specific kind of time. While the previous word for time 
(chronos) is a general reference to time either long or short, kairos denotes a fixed and definite 
time, the time when things are brought to a crisis, the decisive moment waited for or 
anticipated, the right time. Jesus appears to be saying that it is not the prerogative of the 
disciples to either know God’s timing in general or in specific; this is all left up to God.  

• APPLICATION: In conjunction with the command to wait on the Holy Spirit and the 
command to go out in a specific, concentric plan (Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria, and the ends of 
the earth), Jesus is granting to them a vision of the plan for transforming the culture (both 
Jewish and beyond).  

 
Introducing the Sermon: Suggestions 

• Suggestion One: Has your vision changed over the years? Businesses make a fortune on 
reading glasses, glasses to correct nearsightedness, and sunglasses, which have become a 
fashion statement  

• However you choose to do the introduction, make sure it accomplishes two things: it grabs 
the attention of the listener and it introduces the subject of transformation/vision/God’s 
blueprint.  

 
Transition to the Text 

• Transitions can be key to a sermon. In this sermon, questions could be an effective 
transition from the opening to the text. For instance: 

 
o Much has been written about the idea of vision when it comes to the church. What do 

we mean by vision? Who receives the vision? Where does the vision originate? How do 
we follow the vision?  
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o What is our vision for how this congregation can transform the culture? What are the 
blueprints that can guide us a transformational community as we seek to share the gospel 
in a culture that is no longer open to the Bible as authoritative in their lives?  

 
Content Suggestions 

• The following are a few exegetical concepts that come out of the text. It is always better to 
use points that are based in your text than ones that are extrapolated from somewhere else. 
Here are a few ideas of how to plug into God’s power source: 

 
o The text shows that God has a vision for how to transform the culture. The Acts 1:6–8 

teaching about vision creates for us a blueprint of God’s actions and architectural 
drawings for how the church can view God’s plan. 

 
 Blueprints: God is the source of vision. In this final conversation between Jesus and 

the disciples He provides some essential keys for understanding what vision really is. 
 

· There are numerous visions that the culture speaks about; there are political 
visions, business visions, educational visions, etc. We tend to seek out leaders in 
our culture who can express and articulate a vision (e.g., Lee Iacocca, President 
Obama, Bill Hybels, Rick Warren). 

· Biblical vision is very different from cultural vision. In the biblical world the 
vision always comes from God not from within (e.g., Moses, Mary and Joseph, 
Saul/Paul, David and the temple). 

 
 Blueprints vs. Plans: Vision is not about culture; vision supersedes culture, times, 

season, or cultural trends that are faddish in nature. 
 

· There is difference biblically between leaders and visionaries. Sometimes they are 
one in the same; but often they are very different people. 

· Leaders tend to understand the times and know what to do about it (see 1 
Chronicles 12:32 and the men of Isaachar). 

· Visionaries tend to transcend the times and see what is beyond the times and the 
trends of the culture. For instance, in the text, the Jesus Movement is dead and 
has lost its influence. They have gone from crowds in the thousands to a small 
band of 120 – and it is only that large because of Jesus’ post resurrection 
appearances. At the end of Luke’s Gospel, it is only eleven frightened men sitting 
in a locked room. Leaders like Peter and the other disciples were ready to shut 
the door on ministry to the community.  

· What Jesus does here is cast a vision that is so far beyond the abilities of leaders 
to grasp that it transcends the cultural norms, patterns, and shifts. He wants 
those cooped up in a small house in Jerusalem to go all over the world; he wants 
the disciples to retrace their steps through the most controversial steps of His 
ministry (to Samaria) and go beyond anything that Jesus ever did geographically.  

· Principle? A vision must be larger than you, your imagination, or your ability to 
envision something. That’s how you know it comes from God! 
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 Blueprints Begin with What You Have: When an architect creates blueprints she 
cannot change the land upon which the building will stand. In the same way, God’s 
divine blueprints must start with where you are and what you have. 

 
· Jesus’ vision for the church started where? With whom? With what? He does not 

begin with going into the whole world but starts where they are: in Jerusalem! 
· God’s vision for you, for the church, for your church, includes where you are, 

where you’ve been, and where you’re going. 
· The steps to vision are clear: 

 
1. Step #1: Discern what God’s vision is for you where you are right now. 

What is God calling the church to be here in the place where we are? 
2. Step #2: Vision always starts where you are (in Jerusalem), but it can never 

end there. A vision is that which calls you from where you are to where you 
need to be. Vision must take you higher, further, and beyond your starting 
place. 

3. Step #3: Vision rarely makes sense where you are but always provides a 
blueprint to get from Jerusalem to the world—from where you are to where 
God is calling you to be. Remember: God is not stingy with vision. The only 
real question is not whether God will give it but whether we will follow it! 

 
· Remember, God is the architect of our vision; pastors/church leaders are the 

subcontractors; the congregation is the electricians, plumbers, and carpenters. 
 
Conclusion Ideas 

• What is it that you want people to do with this sermon? Do you want them to take a 
missional action? A moral action? A spiritual action? Below are some brainstorming ideas. 
Don’t stop with these. Include your own or change these to fit your church or community 
setting. 
 
o Missional Action: Have the church gather for a prayer walk around your neighborhood 

one Saturday morning. Map out a route or routes and have your folks walk and pray for 
the neighborhoods around your building. Start where you are. 

o Moral Action: Pick out a school in your area and see if you can partner with them to 
provide what the school, students, or teachers lack. Put together backpacks for back to 
school, supply volunteers for a reading program, have a banquet for the teachers (find an 
in-service day and provide lunch at the church, if its convenient).  

o Spiritual Action: Have those who want to evangelize your Jerusalem come to the altar (or 
stand or just come forward). Anoint them with oil for the journey. Then announce that 
you will help train them in how to share their faith and invite others to join you for this 
training. 
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Week Two:  
“Plug into the Power Source” from Acts 1:8 

 
Sermon Flashlight: Sermon Overview 

• While this sermon covers the same verse used in Week One, it approaches the text in a 
different way. It is placed second in order to follow up on the theme introduced in Week 
One. 

• You will be given some ideas for an introduction, but you are free to substitute your own 
concepts. However, the point of the introduction is to get to the theme of this sermon, 
which centers around the idea of the church becoming a transformative agent. 

• As with the all these sermons, some exegetical work is being provided for you. It is neither 
exhaustive nor complete. It may require you to add to this with your own study. The words 
defined below and other exegetical materials provided may not be sufficient to enable you to 
rightly divide the Word of truth, but we hope they will be helpful. 

 
Studying the Text: Word Studies 

• Receive (lambano)—literally means “to take.” The word emphasizes the importance of the 
idea that the person receiving power to be a witness must be an active participant in that call. 
It is defined as “to lay hold of” or “to take what is my own” or even “to make one’s own.” 
God’s power (dynamis) must be laid hold of by the one receiving it, and his power becomes 
the power we express in witnessing 

• Power (dynamis)—the word embodies both the power to live a morally right life and the 
divine power to do miracles. To receive power means to be so engaged with God that his 
power affects how I live in a moral sense and in a physical sense. God’s power affects me 
inside and out. 

• Witness (martys)—the root gives us the word martyr. It means one who bears witness by their 
death. While a witness can be an observer of an event, a martyr is one on witnesses to the 
reality of something and gives their life for that truth. 

• APPLICATION: These three words reveal that when Jesus speaks about receiving power is 
he really talking about those who are so dedicated to being his witnesses that they will give 
their very lives for the cause. Such witnesses lay hold of the power God sends upon them so 
that they are able to live in that power both morally and actively. God’s transforming power 
is the source of all our power and ability to witness. 

 
Introducing the Sermon: Suggestions 

• Try to use an example that highlights how the culture has shifted in what it believes. Possible 
examples include how phone usage has transformed our society and the differences in travel 
between this generation and the one a century ago.  

• Other possible transformation ideas in the culture would be the civil rights movement under 
Dr. Martin Luther King, the explosion of the computer, or the burgeoning influence of 
television. 

• If you prefer an illustration or story to begin your sermon, try one that shows the shifting 
sands of culture. For instance: 
 

According to the Association of Bridal Consultants the average cost for a wedding in the 
United States is $28,082. That’s more than the cost of a new car or a first-class round-
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trip airline ticket to Sydney, Australia, for a family of four. When did weddings require 
more money than a year at a private college? When did we change from a society that 
had backyard nuptials to one that spends tens of thousands on one day? Now we are 
faced with TV shows that proclaim, “Say Yes to the Dress” and “Bridezillas” to describe 
weddings. My, how the culture has changed! 

 
• However you choose to do the introduction, make sure it accomplishes two things: it grabs 

the attention of the listener and it introduces the subject of transformation.  
 
Transition to the Text 

• Transitions can be key to a sermon. In this sermon, questions could be an effective 
transition from the opening to the text. For instance: 
 
o The church is designed to be a transforming agent. However, the question for today is: 

Are we transforming the culture or is the culture transforming us?  
o The book of Acts is the story of how the early church transformed the culture in which 

they lived. What tools did they have that we can access today in our own 
transformational toolbox? 

 
Content Suggestions 

• The following are a few exegetical concepts that come out of the text. It is always better to 
use points that are based in your text than ones that are extrapolated from somewhere else. 
Here are a few ideas of how to plug into God’s power source: 
 
o The text shows that God has a plan for how to transform the culture. The Acts 1:8 plan 

is still a viable plan for the church today. 
 
 Plug into the Source: We receive power from God to do what he calls us to do. It is 

divine power and not of our own making. 
 Power Flows Outward: Once empowered by God, we are to give a witness of what 

God has done for us. This requires us to move from our Jerusalem to places where 
we have been (Judea and Samaria) and even to places we have never been (ends of 
the earth). 

 Power Flows Continuously: The church should not wait for the culture to come to 
us; we must go to the culture. To engage the culture where they are in the power and 
presence of the Holy Spirit is to begin the transformative process. Jesus said we are 
to be in the world but not of it. He did not say we are to be of the world but not in 
it.  

 
Conclusion Ideas 

• What is it that you want people to do with this sermon? Do you want them to take a 
missional action? A moral action? A spiritual action? Below are some brainstorming ideas. 
Don’t stop with these. Include your own or change these to fit your church or community 
setting. 
 
o Missional Action: Ask the church to join you in a “God of the Mall” gathering. This 

could be done after church or at a particular time during the following week. Give 
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everyone an hour to walk around the mall and find a way to engage the culture. After an 
hour, have everyone meet at the food court and discuss what you saw, heard, and 
experienced. 

o Moral Action: Have some community-based Christian organizations represented at your 
service and give them the opportunity to sign up volunteers for their organizations (pro-
life, women’s shelter, MADD, etc.) 

o Spiritual Action: Have an altar call asking those to come forward who have not had an 
experience of being filled with the Holy Spirit (sanctified). Remember, the Church of 
God is a holiness group and we believe in a second work of grace. After praying for 
those who come forward (anointing them with oil is a good idea), commission them and 
the church to be witnesses in your community. 
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Week Three:  
“Different Tools: Different Toolboxes”  

From Acts 2:1–13 
 
Sermon Flashlight: Sermon Overview 

• Notice that the series is not covering large sections of the book of Acts. This is intentional. 
Grounding a congregation in the Word often (though not exclusively) takes people through 
shorter, more in-depth journeys in Scripture. This is the idea in this series. In five weeks (six 
if you count the suggestion for Easter that is not developed fully in these materials), we will 
only cover three chapters in Acts. Slow but insightful is the mandate 

• As in all these sermons, you will be given some ideas for an introduction, but you are free to 
substitute your own concepts. REMINDER: the point of the introduction is to get to the 
theme of this sermon, which centers around the idea of the church becoming a 
transformative agent. In this case that means how a particular message can transform a 
diverse culture.  

• Finally, as with the all these sermons, some exegetical work is being provided for you. It is 
neither exhaustive nor complete. It may require you to add to this with your own study. This 
is particularly true with this sermon. For instance, the prophecy of Joel that Peter quotes in 
verse 14 and following may provide a rich treasure store to talk about multiculturalism, 
particularly the phrase, “I will pour out my Spirit on all people.” 

• The words defined below and other exegetical materials provided may not be sufficient to 
enable you to rightly divide the Word of truth, but we hope they will be helpful. 

 
Studying the Text: Word Studies 

• One accord (homothymadon)—according to Blue Letter Bible, “A unique Greek word, used 10 
of its 12 New Testament occurrences in the Book of Acts, helps us understand the 
uniqueness of the Christian community. Homothumadon is a compound of two words 
meaning to ‘rush along’ and ‘in unison’. The image is almost musical; a number of notes are 
sounded which, while different, harmonize in pitch and tone. As the instruments of a great 
concert under the direction of a concert master, so the Holy Spirit blends together the lives 
of members of Christ’s church.” 

• Confound in verse 6 (sygcheō)—it’s an interesting word. It means just what the translators say 
it does—to confound or to bewilder. However, there is also the force of the word that has 
more to do with “comingling” separate things together. In this sense, the crowd is not just 
simply confused or even amazed, but they were having their cultural norm (their hometown 
dialects and language forms—expressed in verse 8 by the use of dialecktos or dialects when 
talking about “our own tongue”) comingled with a strong Galilean accent. It provided some 
confusion because it meant the apostles knew their language but had never been to their 
village or community—they did not have the accent they should. In one sense it is a 
comingling of the cultures of where they come from around the Mediterranean with the 
culture of the rather monolithic culture of Judaism found in Jerusalem.  

• APPLICATION: These word studies lead to an understanding of the text that highlights 
the nature of the crowd on the day of Pentecost. It represents a clash of many cultures and 
the birth of the church as a multicultural event. 
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Introducing the Sermon: Suggestions 
• The style being suggested in this sermon is different from those already proposed. Paul Scott 

Wilson in his book The Four Pages of the Sermon has suggested a model based upon a fourfold 
template: Trouble in the Text; corresponding Trouble in the World; Hope in the Text; 
corresponding Hope in the World.  

• Since that is the format, there is no real intro that you do. Instead, you start directly with the 
text and what the trouble in the text is. So, in contrast to the models we’ve given you 
elsewhere, there is no intro or transition to the text. 

 
Content Suggestions 

• TROUBLE IN THE TEXT 
o Diversity always produced trouble for the Jews. When the Jews found themselves in a 

multicultural situation, they almost always turned their backs on God and started 
following after other gods. 

 
 The obvious desire to worship Egyptian gods during their time in Egypt (see Exodus 

32 and the making of the Golden Calf) 
 The First Commandment and the exclusivity of worshiping God and dedicating the 

Sabbath to that task 
 The problem with the Canaanites and the influence of Baal worship in Israel 
 Ezra’s reforms during the return from exile—the commandment not to intermarry 

with other faiths 
 The fact that no king in the Northern Kingdom (after the kingdom was divided 

following Solomon’s reign) was ever able to be a “good” king—because none of 
them led the nation to worship God in Jerusalem (which was situated in the 
Southern Kingdom). Unlike Josiah and other kings, none of the Northern kings 
produced a revival in the land. Many, like Ahab, actively worshiped other gods (e.g., 
Baal, Asherah poles). 

 Even in the New Testament, the whole idea of Samaritans and the hatred of the 
Romans and Gentiles in general is a remnant of this overarching Jewish principle 

 One of the primary values of the priesthood and the prophets was to warn the 
nation against interacting and intermingling with other cultures 

 
o Considering the difficulties that diversity has produced in the nation of Israel, how does 

God take a particular message (the gospel) and empower it to become a transformative 
message to a diverse world? 

 
• TROUBLE IN THE WORLD 

o The world has suffered under this kind of monocultural ideal that rejects diversity. It has 
produced ethnic cleansing in places such as Europe, Africa, and Asia. 

 
 The history of the United States is filled with prejudice against those who came here 

from a different culture. The United States has, at various times, been openly 
suspicious and prejudiced against the Irish, Poles, Puerto Ricans, Jews, and 
Mexicans, only to name a few. 

 Most egregious has been the long history of racial prejudice against those who were 
forced to come here for the awful practice of slavery. Blacks treated as second- and 
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third-class citizens. The refusal of the Founding Fathers to deal with the slavery issue 
and the resulting problems that plagued the country until the terrible toll of the civil 
war. 

 The ongoing issue of prejudice and racial separation that was variously called 
“separate but equal” or “white supremacy” or “not mixing the races.” Like Israel of 
old, we have struggled with the idea of being monocultural. 

 
o Again the question remains, in a world that often resists multiculturalism, and evenly 

actively works against it, how does God take a particular message (the gospel) and 
empower it to become a transformative message to a diverse world? 

 
• HOPE IN THE TEXT 

o When the church is born in Acts 2, it is birthed through two very important statements. 
First, it is born during Pentecost, a celebration of ingathering related to the agrarian 
nature of their livelihood and culture. The first-century church noted that this was 
symbolic of its mission “to go into all the world and preach the gospel.” 

 
 While this did not ensure the repudiation of monoculturalism so prevalent in 

Judaism, it did recognize that the church was to include those from everywhere, 
every culture, every race, every nationality, everyone. Pentecost signaled the change 
that would have full flourish when Paul became the missionary to the Gentiles. 

 
o The second statement God made at Pentecost was to include the Jews of the Diaspora 

(the dispersion) in the miracle of language. Those that heard the gospel being preached 
heard it in their own language and those “tongues” represented an incredibly large area 
of the Roman Empire. God was making an emphatic statement that he was including all 
cultures in the Pentecost call. 

 
 The unmistakable miracle of Pentecost is the call to embrace multiculturalism. The 

church is not called to embrace one homogeneous unit (in spite of the teaching to 
the contrary that seems to be popular in some circles) but those of every culture, 
race, and region. After all, Jesus died on the cross and “purchased for God persons 
from every tribe and language and people and nation” (Rev 5:9 NIV). 

 The call of the Church of God to preach both holiness and unity finds its fulfillment 
in the story of Pentecost. Unity is the call to embrace multiculturalism, to live out the 
doctrine of our hymnology that says, “We reach our hands in fellowship to every 
blood washed one.” 

 
o This is how God takes a particular message (the gospel) and empowers it to become a 

transformative message to a diverse world! 
 

• HOPE IN THE WORLD 
o One of the prime values of the postmodern culture in which we live is to embrace the 

issue of multiculturalism. From the election of the first African American president to 
the rising influence and development of Hispanic culture in the United States, we are 
embracing the value and importance of living out the message of Pentecost. 
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o Churches are intentionally becoming multiethnic. Where we used to develop churches 
for single language, single cultural groups, even those groups are realizing that by the 
time they get to the second generation and to their children, the language and cultural 
changes in the younger generation are requiring them to assimilate into a multicultural 
group. 

o In spite of this reality, 11:00 AM on Sunday morning remains the most segregated hour in 
American society. The call of Pentecost is the call to live into the multicultural notion of 
the church that we have often viewed as only reaching other groups but not assimilating 
them into the melting pot of the church—to develop a church culture rather than an 
ethnic culture. 

o As with many other issues (e.g., women in ministry, freedom from denominationalism), 
God has placed the Church of God in the forefront of where he was leading the church. 
From our earliest history we have embraced unity over segregation. But our record of 
living this out has been spotty, at best. Can we now live fully into our calling as a 
movement and be leaders in helping the church be pentecostal in the true, biblical sense? 

 
• How can we take the particular message of the gospel and let it empower us to become a 

transformative message to a diverse world! 
 
Conclusion Ideas 

• What is it that you want people to do with this sermon? Do you want them to take a 
missional action? A moral action? A spiritual action? Below are some brainstorming ideas. 
Don’t stop with these. Include your own or change these to fit your church or community 
setting. 
 
o Missional Action: Multiculturalism is intentional. For a church to become multicultural 

they must embrace the desire to be diverse. Challenge your people to create relationships 
across cultural and racial boundaries. Remind them that their children are doing it in 
school, their military folks are doing it in the service, and they are doing it in their 
business or job. Once they create relationships, have a Sunday where visitors are featured 
(something like a Friend Day) but make the challenge to include different cultures and 
races in their invitations. Consider having a special speaker for that day who is from a 
different culture than the primary cultural norm for your church.  

o Moral Action: Find a service project that engages your church in meaningful ways with 
another culture. Some churches have adopted schools whose ethnic makeup is different 
than their own; social service agencies and faith based mission groups in your 
community can help you find a ministry that crosses ethnic and racial boundaries for 
your group. Research them and talk about them at the conclusion of your message. 

o Spiritual Action: Challenge the church to become the church at Pentecost: call for the 
unsaved to come forward; call for those who need to be sanctified to come and receive 
the Holy Spirit; call for those who are prejudiced against those of another race or culture 
to come and confess their sin and be forgiven.  
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Week Four:  
“Learning How to Use the Tools in the Toolbox”  

From Acts 2:42–47 
 
Sermon Flashlight: Sermon Overview 

• Notice that the series is not covering large sections of the book of Acts. This is intentional. 
Grounding a congregation in the Word often (though not exclusively) takes people through 
shorter, more in-depth journeys in Scripture. This is the idea in this series. In five weeks (six 
if you count the suggestion for Easter that is not developed fully in these materials) we will 
only cover three chapters in Acts. Slow but insightful is the mandate 

• As in all these sermons, you will be given some ideas for an introduction, but you are free to 
substitute your own concepts. REMINDER: the point of the introduction is to get to the 
theme of this sermon, which centers around the idea of the church becoming a 
transformative agent. In this case, that means how a particular message can transform a 
diverse culture.  

• Finally, as with the all these sermons, some exegetical work is being provided for you. It is 
neither exhaustive nor complete. It may require you to add to this with your own study. 

• The words defined below and other exegetical materials provided may not be sufficient to 
enable you to rightly divide the Word of truth, but we hope they will be helpful. 

 
Studying the Text: Word Studies 

• Fellowship in verse 42 (koinonia)—means “fellowship, community, communion, or joint 
participation.” The word actually implies sharing things in common. So the church exhibits, 
through having all things in common, this unique koinonia. It was a witness to the city around 
them than something different and unique was created here, a testimony to the depth of 
their fellowship. This might speak directly counter to our American culture of independence, 
advocating for a counter-cultural interdependence. 

• Awe in verse 43 (phobos)—the word means to have fear, dread, or terror. This seems an odd 
way for the early community to be described. However, it also means a reverential fear, a 
fear of God, not just a fear of his power, but a strong dread of displeasing him. It would be a 
fear that keeps us in his presence instead of shrinking away from it. So this first faith 
community was together because of a greater fear of not being God’s people than of the 
smaller fear of the power of God. 

• APPLICATION: These word studies lead to an understanding of the text that highlights 
the powerful connection that existed in this new community. They were pulled together by 
something greater than age, gender, economics, or politics. They were united through the 
power of the Holy Spirit and empowered to live interconnected lives. This new way of living 
was an observable validation of this new community God was creating. 

 
Introducing the Sermon: Suggestions 

• One of the difficulties in studying the book of Acts is the question of prescription and 
description. Are the events described in our story prescriptive? That is, should we attempt to 
imitate these events exactly? Or are they only descriptive? That is, are they only relayed to us to 
show us what actually happened and are not intended to be imitated? Or maybe it’s both. 
While the exact picture in 2:42–47 may be descriptive (since it is located in a unique time, 
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place, and culture), there are some tools located in this text that could help us begin to build, 
with the help of the Holy Spirit, our own version of koinonia. 

• The theme of this sermon is about learning how to use the tools in our toolbox. The image 
of the church having everything in common is a picture of a finished project, like a finished 
birdhouse. At first glance, you don’t notice how the text tells you how the birdhouse was 
built; you just see the birdhouse. But the intention of the text isn’t to say you have to build a 
birdhouse. The intent is to show how different, unique, and wondrous a thing you could 
build, if you understand how to use the tools in the toolbox.  

 
Transition to the Text 

• Transitions can be key to a sermon. In this sermon, questions could be an effective 
transition from the opening to the text. For instance: 
 
o When we read this story, we naturally compare this description to our congregation. So 

how do we measure up? Do we look like that? If not, why not? If not, should we? Is the 
intent of this passage to show us exactly how we should look as a church? 

o The book of Acts is the story of how the early church transformed the culture in which 
they lived. What tools did they have that we can access today in our own 
transformational toolbox? 

 
Content Suggestions 

• The following are a few exegetical concepts that come out of the text. It is always better to 
use points that are based in your text than ones that are extrapolated from somewhere else. 
Here are a few ideas: 
 
o The text gives us some useful tools to help us construct a community of faith that will 

have the ability to transform the culture, if we use those tools correctly. Acts 2:42 lists 
those tools briefly, but we see the effect of them through the rest of the passage. 

 
 The church devoted themselves to the apostles teaching. 

 
· This is a new thing (Christianity). It is important that we continue to reexamine 

and relearn what it means to be a part of this thing called “church.” 
· We must continue to grow in depth and understanding. If we are not securely 

grounded in the faith, we can get blown around by the winds of fads and pop 
theology. Adhering to strong, biblical theology keeps us rooted in what it means 
to be a disciple of Christ. 

· Have you ever experienced the spiritual and emotional high of a really great 
service, a church camp, or a convention? Those are really great, but afterward 
comes the inevitable crash back down to earth. Strong teaching creates reliability 
and continuity so that we do not continue to rise and fall on the emotional roller 
coaster. 

 
 The church is in fellowship. 

 
· The importance of koinonia, of being together and sharing with one another, is 

the counter-cultural witness we have against a culture of independence. The 
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church has no place for independence, for we are called to become completely 
dependent (reliant) on God for our needs. Without a need for independence, the 
community is able to care for one another without fear of not being taken care of 
ourselves.  

 
 The church engages in “the breaking of bread.” 

 
· The culture of the early church was broken up by economics and social status. 

When you had a large meal, those who were of great importance sat closest to 
the head of the table and got the best of the food. Servants and slaves were 
outside and got scraps.  

· But the church eats at a table where everyone, regardless of social status or 
wealth, is invited to eat and break bread together. No one is left outside, and 
there is plenty for everyone.  

· We are formed in this way through the practice of the Lord’s Supper. Christ is 
the host and invites all of his disciples to his table. We experience solidarity and 
unity between Christ and us and with each other. 

 
 The church prays. 

 
· The early faith community prayed regularly together, and worshiped in the 

temple often 
· This provided the means to stay connected and attuned to God and the Holy 

Spirit, which is vitally important. This is how we stay connected to the God’s 
power source. 

 
Conclusion Ideas 

• What is it that you want people to do with this sermon? Do you want them to take a 
missional action? A moral action? A spiritual action? Below are some brainstorming ideas. 
Don’t stop with these. Include your own or change these to fit your church or community 
setting. 
 
o Missional Action: Invite a friend who isn’t a Christian out for a meal. Use this as an 

opportunity to connect with them and establish solidarity with them.  
o Moral Action: Gather a group together to go out and serve the community somewhere. 

You can go and perform random acts of kindness in some businesses, offering to clean 
restrooms or stock shelves or whatever they might need. Maybe provide a meal for your 
community, where people from your church’s neighborhood (or a poor neighborhood 
near by) can receive a fee meal. Tell them it’s because your church wants to share 
koinonia with them and to share with those who have needs. 

o Spiritual Action: Take opportunity to have Communion this Sunday. If you typically 
have it on another Sunday, consider changing the date to this week. Emphasize the 
communal nature of being invited to Christ’s table. Share how this meal reminds us of 
Christ’s solidarity with us and how eating together breaks down the walls of division 
between us. Communion provides an opportunity to mark this unique unity. 
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Week Five:  
“Taking the Ordinary and Making it Extraordinary”  

From Acts 3:1–10 
 
Sermon Flashlight: Sermon Overview 

• Notice that the series is not covering large sections of the book of Acts. This is intentional. 
Grounding a congregation in the Word often (though not exclusively) takes people through 
shorter, more in-depth journeys in Scripture. This is the idea in this series. In five weeks (six 
if you count the suggestion for Easter that is not developed fully in these materials) we will 
only cover three chapters in Acts. Slow but insightful is the mandate 

• As in all these sermons, you will be given some ideas for an introduction, but you are free to 
substitute your own concepts. REMINDER: the point of the introduction is to get to the 
theme of this sermon, which centers around the idea of the church becoming a 
transformative agent. In this case, that means how a particular message can transform a 
diverse culture.  

• Finally, as with the all these sermons, some exegetical work is being provided for you. It is 
neither exhaustive nor complete. It may require you to add to this with your own study. 

• The words defined below and other exegetical materials provided may not be sufficient to 
enable you to rightly divide the Word of truth, but we hope they will be helpful. 

 
Studying the Text: Word Studies 

• Give in verse 11 (didomi)—while it is a very common word, didomi also has the sense of 
giving forth from oneself; to give one to someone as his own; and to give over to one’s care. 
It is this sense that captures what Peter and John do to the man at the Beautiful Gate. They 
don’t give him alms, but they give him over to the care of Jesus, and as a result, he is healed. 
Giving alms is common. Giving someone over to God so that they can be healed is 
extraordinary.  

• Lifted him up in verse 7 (egeirō)—the word means not only to raise up but also to arouse (as 
from sleep; to awake). It can also mean to cause to be born. The main meaning is to cause to 
arise from a seat or bed. Combined together and put in context, Peter and John give (didomi) 
him a connection to Jesus from which power flows and then he is aroused (egeirō) from his 
paralyzed state and born anew by the power of God. 

• APPLICATION: Giving and rising are common actions, everyday activities. However, in the 
hands of God, they become extraordinary actions that bring healing, new birth, and the 
power of God into the everyday actions of those who need him.  

 
Introducing the Sermon: Suggestions 

• This is the final sermon (unless you are including Easter) in this series. As we near the end of 
this theme of Transformation, it becomes relevant to talk about the expected results of living 
out these Bible passages. This sermon falls in line with the initial sermon on vision. That is, 
whatever extraordinary thing God wants to do in your community begins where you, 
namely, with the ordinary. God has a long and established pattern of turning the ordinary 
and mundane into something extraordinary and special.  

• This sermon also becomes a great opportunity for an altar call, because what is more 
powerful than God turning ordinary people into disciples of Christ? The message 
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emphasizes that it is not we who transform the ordinary into the extraordinary, but it is God 
and Jesus Christ, through the Holy Spirit, who bring about true transformation.  

 
Transition to the Text 

• Transitions can be key to a sermon. In this sermon, questions could be an effective 
transition from the opening to the text. For instance: 
 
o How many of your days are extraordinary? Do you have a lot or a little? Would you like 

more? More days that give you pause and make you say, “today is different!” Are you 
tired of the routine, tedious days? Do you want something more fulfilling, exciting, or 
even inspiring? 

o Do you think Peter knew this day would be different? Or did he think it was just another 
ordinary day? How did he know to stop at that particular beggar? What made Peter tell 
him to stand up and walk? Why this time and not the countless times before? 

 
Content Suggestions: 

• The following are a few exegetical concepts that come out of the text. It is always better to 
use points that are based in your text than ones that are extrapolated from somewhere else. 
Here are a few ideas of how to plug into God’s power source: 
 
o Luke gives no indication that either Peter or John knew this day would be any different. 

It was just another day. 
 
 It’s introduced with the completely mundane “one day.” Nothing about the set up 

for the story makes the reader suspect that they are about to experience an incredible 
miracle. 

 It’s possible Peter and John might not have even noticed the beggar had he not 
called out to Peter. Even the attention of the disciples was upon the prayer time in 
the temple. It doesn’t appear that even Peter and John expected anything out of the 
ordinary. 

 
o However, as Peter and John approach the Temple they know one thing: they are living in 

days of wonders. They may not have been expecting to heal the lame beggar, but they 
knew that they were living in a time when anything was possible. 

 
 Pentecost has caused a dramatic change in the normal understanding of what God is 

doing (remember, the Jews have not had a prophet in over two hundred years before 
John the Baptist and Jesus come on the scene). 

 People are in awe of the apostles because of the signs and wonders that were being 
done. 

 Acts 2:12 quotes the crowd as saying, “Amazed and perplexed, they asked one 
another, “What does this mean?” Nothing in the realm of the normal experience of 
the crowd could answer what was happening to the disciples on the day of Pentecost 
(not even the idea that they were drunk!). 

 In Acts 2:17–21, Peter quotes Joel’s prophesy about the amazing and miraculous 
movement of the Holy Spirit. “In the last days, God says, I will pour out my Spirit 
on all people. Your sons and daughters will prophesy, your young men will see 
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visions, your old men will dream dreams. Even on my servants, both men and 
women, I will pour out my Spirit in those days, and they will prophesy. I will show 
wonders in the heavens above and signs on the earth below, blood and fire and billows 
of smoke. The sun will be turned to darkness and the moon to blood before the 
coming of the great and glorious day of the Lord. And everyone who calls on the 
name of the Lord will be saved” (NIV). 

 Something was happening with the disciples, and all Jerusalem was about to take 
notice.  

 
o God’s favorite pastime is taking the ordinary and making it extraordinary. The story of 

the book of Acts is filled with ordinary people doing extraordinary things. In fact, the 
whole of Scripture points out how the Trinity consistently creates wonders and miracles 
out of the most mundane things: 

 
 God 

· He uses ordinary dirt and turns it into humankind. 
· He takes ordinary people and turns them into the people of God. 

 
 Jesus 

· He turns water for washing hands into wine for celebration. 
· He turns a boy’s bread and fish into lunch that feeds five thousand hungry 

people. 
 
 Holy Spirit 

· Takes ordinary people (fishermen, tax collectors) and turns them into apostles 
that turn the world upside down. 

· Takes our ordinary lives and makes of us an extraordinary church. 
 
 Every person of the Trinity wants to transform the mundane into the magnificent. 

 
o It’s all done because of the power of the name of Jesus. 
 
 What were Peter and John doing? Going to the temple to pray, as they did every day. 

And suddenly the ordinary habit of going to the temple for prayer becomes an 
extraordinary miracle of God. 

 
Conclusion Ideas 

• What is it that you want people to do with this sermon? Do you want them to take a 
missional action? A moral action? A spiritual action? Below are some brainstorming ideas. 
Don’t stop with these. Include your own or change these to fit your church or community 
setting. 
 
o Missional Action: Challenge the people in your congregation to find where God is 

already at work transforming the ordinary into extraordinary. Or challenge each person 
to find an opportunity to share with a friend or neighbor how God has transformed their 
life. If they know the person really well, maybe they could point out how God is already 
at work in their life. 
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o Moral Action: Ask the congregation to extend themselves into a new field of mission 
and ministry. Ask them to consider doing prison ministry or volunteering at a homeless 
shelter. These are places where transformation is sorely needed and where God’s actions 
can be dramatically seen. 

o Spiritual Action: Invited people to come to the altar who desire that God transform their 
ordinary lives into something extraordinary.  
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